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St. Margaret of Cortona Region 2017 Annual Retreat
APRIL 28-30 2017      Rev. Bernard Tickerhoof, T.O.R.

Dear Fr. Bernie,

You have opened our eyes to see what we can be, 
and how we will grow spiritually.

Everything we do in the course of the day  
has power in action and in what we say.

We are in process, and when we understand this,  
it is a path to God and one of his greatest gifts.

Spirituality is a metafore and the Bible has them too, 
with stories, songs and poems revealing God�s  
          truths.

When we experience our life lived in faith,  
things happen to make us aware of each day.

In our hearts, Scripture speaks to us physically, 
 and connects us to everyone we see.

Your teachings were blessed with the stories you told,  
when looking in our pasts, some of ours are old.

But, if you told them today the message still would comply, 
and we would view them with much di�erent eyes.

We are committed to love our God with our whole heart, 
soul and mind, and to love our neighbor as ourselves,

and to stay connected all the time.

You have �lled us with so much holy wisdom so that we  
     can all change 
into his special child, and show honor in his name.

We are all brothers and sisters and cooperate in God�s  
     love, to make 
our relationships more lasting with God�s mystery  
          from above.

We are moving through our own process as we step out  
     in faith, 
with God�s hand upon us we are being carefully  
          shaped.

What we were yesterday we are not the same today, 
by experience we�ve learned to see  
       God in a di�erent way

God�s grace is around us and �owing all the time, 
and he is waiting patiently for our response.

He never leaves us, he�ll be back until we �nd the time,  
to leave our busy lives and give him our hearts and 
minds.

When transformation comes we will know and we will come  
     alive,  
our life will change forever with God always by our side.

The choice between trust and fear is a decision we must    
      make,  
it will give us strength when we are connected and  
          we cooperate.

Since the water fall is life giving, it is a source of power,  
here we stand with cup in hand to �ll it every hour.

God�s love is like the water, in reality, it is so much more,  
as we break-free and surrender he opens every  
          door.

We will keep your recipe handy and never hesitate,  
so that the reign of God outpours as we walk in faith

The gems you have shared with us are precious to our ears. 
We thank you for the many stories to help us keep  
    God near.

You will be remembered and thought of every day,  
and we will keep you connected in our hearts each  
     time we pray.

 
Bettie Onorato, OFS 

Little Flower Fraternity
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Around the Region
Received as Candidates

Marie Ciaci, OFS, Sacred Heart of Jesus Fraternity, 
Warrenton, Va.

Deb Gelbaugh, OFS, St. Thomas More Fraternity,  
Harrisburg, Penn.

Christopher Halecky, OFS, St. Thomas More  
Fraternity, Harrisburg, Penn.

Tammy Halecky, OFS, St. Thomas More Fraternity, 
Harrisburg, Penn.

Ian Langella, OFS, St. Thomas More Fraternity,  
Harrisburg, Penn.

Newly Professed
Karen Coulson, OFS, Our Lady of the Rosary  

Fraternity, Williamsburg, Va. 
Peg Crews, OFS, Our Lady of the Rosary Fraternity, 

Williamsburg, Va.
Maria Fuentes-Sherman, OFS, Our Lady of the Rosary 

Fraternity, Williamsburg, Va.
Donna Kendall, OFS, Our Lady of the Rosary  

Fraternity, Williamsburg, Va.
Eileen Murray, OFS, Our Lady of the Rosary Fraternity, 

Williamsburg, Va.

Congratulations to Our Newly Elected
San Camillo Fraternity, Silver Spring, Md.
Minister: Ottoniel Perez, OFS
Vice Minister: Sandra Perez, OFS
Secretary: Carlos Velasquez, OFS
Treasurer: Gerardo Palacios, OFS
Formation Director:  Esther Reyes, OFS

St. Francis of Assisi Fraternity, Triangle, Va.
Minister: John Carlson, OFS
Vice Minister, Claire Hoagland, OFS
Secretary: Margie Carlson, OFS
Treasurer: Anibal Monserrate, OFS
Formation Director: Gary Burton, OFS
Councilor: Anissia Monserrate, OFS
Councilor: Mary Lou Coffman, OFS

Losses in the Family
Marianne Hughes, OFS, December 19, 1930 – February 
28, 2017. She was a member of Mount St. Sepulchre 
Fraternity and of USCCB.

Our Lady of the Rosary Fraternity. Front Row: Maria Fuentes-Shermen, 
OFS, Karen Coulson-Rutherford, OFS, Peg Crews, OFS, Donna Kendall, 
OFS, Eileen Murray, OFS.Back Row: Ken Holt, OFS, Terry Carlino, OFS, 
Bea Sanford, OFS; Sr. Agnes Narocho, Carol Murphy, OFS, Ed Gerhard, 
OFS.

San Camillo Fraternity. Minister, Otto Perez, OFS; Formation Director,  
Esther Reyes, OFS; Treasurer, Gerardo Palacios, OFS; Vice Minister,  
Sandra Perez, OFS; Secretary, Carlos Velasquez, OFS; Witness to  
Elections, Tom McGrath, OFS

St. Francis of Assisi Triangle. Vice Minister, Claire Hoagland; OFS, Minis-
ter, John Carlson, OFS; Secretary, Margy Carlson, OFS; Councilor, Anissia 
Monserrate, OFS; Treasurer, Anibal Monserrate, OFS; Formation Direc-
tor, Gary Burton, OFS; Councilor, Mary Lou Coffman, OFS (not shown)

Microwave when possible. They 
use even less energy than toast-
er ovens (and way less than con-
ventional ovens), plus you might 
be surprised by the range of 
meals (and desserts!) that can 
be made in a microwave.
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FMS Honors University Founders 
The evening of May 5 marked a milestone event for Francis-
can Mission Service. On that date, the organization held its 
annual World Care Benefit, a celebration of our mission, our 
volunteers, and the larger Franciscan community. The 2017 
Annual Anselm Moons, OFM, Award went to three individu-
als for their outstanding contributions to the Universidad 
Académica Campesina in Carmen Pampa, Bolivia. Creating a 
video celebrating the awardees—Sr. Damon Nolan, Sr. Jean 
Morrissey, and Sr. Chris Cullen—was a two-month journey of 
faith for me, one that culminated that night in meeting my 
“Tres Mujeres Valientes,” three strong women.

A bust of Sister Damon, co-founder of the university, is fea-
tured prominently on campus. This should give some indi-
cation of the central and revered place the three sisters have 
among students, staff, and members of the rural community 
that, before the school’s inception, offered no professional 
opportunities to young people. I expected to find ample 
documentation of how Sisters Damon, Chris, and Jean had 
shaped university and the more than 600 graduates who 
have studied agronomy, veterinary science, nursing, educa-
tion, and ecotourism. 

Photos of my subjects proved surprisingly elusive, however. 
I spent many hours poring through FMS photo archives and 
asking Carmen Pampa contacts for images depicting these 
women in their administrative, educational, and pastoral 
ministries. Each photo providing a missing piece of their 
story was a treasure, and for these I should thank former 
FMS missioners Lee Lechtenberg and Nate Mortenson, Hugh 
Smeltekop of the Carmen Pampa Fund, and current mission-
ers Aubrey Kimble and Maggie Van Roekel.

At some point I began to relate my documentary struggles 
with the larger story of women religious. Their efforts have 
given us model academic institutions like Carmen Pampa, 
as well as hospitals and charities that tend to the marginal-
ized the world over, but the sisters could receive more rec-
ognition. Maybe it’s that they have followed in Christ’s ex-
ample so well that their leadership has not drawn attention 
to itself. Everyone loved these women, but it was hard to pin 
down these three individuals I had never met and a location 
I had never visited. 

Ultimately, stitching together footage second by second pro-
vided a welcome focus. Here, too, I connected with Church 
history. I labored with my editing software in Washington, 
D.C., thinking of craftspeople through the ages laying mosa-
ics and illuminating manuscripts as a form of prayer. 

Finally, I met the sisters across the stage as they accepted 
their awards. They evoked the distinct paths that led them 
to Bolivia and the joy they found in their ministries. “What 
the heck, on to Carmen Pampa,” is how Sister Damon be-
gan her more than 20-year quest to give rural youth choices 

beyond returning to their parents’ way of life. Sr. Jean de-
scribed herself as shy, but she was inspired by Sister Da-
mon’s example to dedicate 12 years to Carmen Pampa, what 
she called “the most fulfilling and challenging years of my 
50+ years as a missionary Franciscan sister and a teacher.” 
Sister Chris confided that she was only expecting “a small 
supper” waiting for her in Washington. She then told her 
large, appreciative audience about how she managed a lit-
tle sisterly miracle of turning a few pilfered bricks into a bas-
ketball court with enough Franciscan joy for all the students.

Sitting in the audience, I recalled a story Hugh Smeltekop 
told me about Sister Damon’s early years leading the uni-
versity. A student returned to home late one night after go-
ing out drinking with friends, only to find none other than 
Sister Damon sitting on the dormitory bed. The student was 
startled to realize that she was not just attending a boarding 
school. Instead, the people at Carmen Pampa really cared 
for her as a person, enough for the director to wait up to im-
press those high expectations. By the time she graduated, 
the woman learned that these high hopes were based on a 
real trust in her ability to become someone capable of trans-
forming others’ lives.  Today, she has a master’s degree and 
plans to give back to the Carmen Pampa community.

Retracing the sisters’ steps for my video helped me under-
stand how they could transform students’ lives one by one 
with their presence. Sisters Damon, Jean, and Chris per-
formed countless small but powerful gestures like these in 
their ministry at the university. The two months that went 
into making Tres Mujeres Valientes taught me the impor-
tance of patient effort for a worthy goal, much as the sisters 
dedicated to the university at Carmen Pampa for decades. 

— Kim Puchir, Communications and Development 
Manager, Franciscan Mission Service

Above: 2017 Anselm Moons, OFM. Award 
recipients Sr. Damon Nolan, MFIC,  
Sr. Jean Morrissey, MFIC, and Sr. Chris 
Cullen, MFIC

Right: Bust of Sister Damon Nolan on Car-
men Pampa campus. 
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What Are We Reading? 
Imaginative retelling of Francis’s story paints warm portrait of 
Poverello

St. Francis of Assisi: Passion, Poverty, and the Man Who 
Transformed the Catholic Church by Bret Thoman, OFS. 
TAN Books, Charlotte, N.C., 2016; hardcover, 256 pages.

At a retreat last May in the Brothers and Sisters of St. 
Francis Region, Father Steve Gross, OFM Conv., said that 
we “need to know the real flesh-and-blood Francis” by 
reading what Francis said and wrote.

In St. Francis of Assisi, Bret Thoman, OFS, has presented 
us with just such a living, intimate portrait.

Director of St. Francis Pilgrimages and a member of Im-
maculate Conception Fraternity in Jonesboro, Ga., Bret 
based his book on Francis’s words and those of his early 
biographers found in such texts as the three-volume 
Francis of Assisi: Early Documents.

Thoman hasincorporated his imagination seamlessly 
into what we know from those original sources. As I read, 
I found that I was journeying with Francis and I felt closer 
to him than I had in some other Francis biographies I’ve 
read.

I experienced Francis’s hopes, dreams, doubts, longings 
— someone not so different from me (at least at the out-
set). Francis shows us that we all have the opportunity 
to grow in holiness and our love of God. — if we keep our 
eyes fixed on Jesus. He had to grow in his vocation, just 
as we do. It wasn’t any easier for him than it is for us.

Francis listened constantly in prayer and in all he saw 
around him, including what he found in hermitages and 
other remote locations. God and Francis, nature and 
Francis, were present to each other:

“During the cold months, the heat of the fire warmed his 
body and his inner being; he always kept the embers lit 
as long as possible. How he rejoiced on those first spring 
days when the power of the Mediterranean sun warmed 
the land on which he often lay. During the hot summer 
months, the coolness of the caves refreshed his body.…

“As Francis descended into the barrenness of the caves 
in solitude and silence, he felt like he was entering 
something much bigger than himself. It was almost as 
if he were descending into the womb of the earth where 
he felt God comforting, nurturing, and protecting him. In 
the caves, he was filled with a powerful—almost over-
whelming—sense of God’s power, goodness, and love” 
(146).

I like the way Bret tells us about life in Assisi by including 
Francis in events, such as what happened to someone 
with leprosy. Francis loathed and avoided lepers, as did 

most people, but lep-
rosy infected rich and 
poor, so one or more 
of Francis’s friends 
might have contract-
ed the disease. De-
scribing how lepers 
were expelled from 
Assisi, Bret imagines 
the tender-hearted 
Francis joining the 
procession taking a 
friend into his exile 
and living death.

Of course, no biog-
raphy of Francis would be complete without the wolf of 
Gubbio. Bret tells the story of the wolf by having Francis 
recall that incident as he is captured by the Saracens.

Be sure to read the interesting footnotes, which provide 
much additional information and background; as in the 
footnote on the wolf: “It can be considered an allegory 
for Franciscan peacemaking. However, the bones of an 
actual wolf are still preserved today in a church near 
Gubbio. They are believed to be the same wolf that Fran-
cis tamed” (172).

Being so close to Francis, I felt that he had become my 
friend. That must be why the account of his death had 
me close to tears. The book contains eight pages of 
Bret’s color photos of locations important in Francis’s 
life. There is also an excellent index. This biography is a 
wonderful way to get to know Francis on a deeper level 
and to journey with him.

By Joanita M. Nellenbach, OFS 
Brothers and Sisters of St. Francis Region 

from the Spring TAU Newsletter 
Used with permission
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Websites of Interest
Is God Dead? Propositions offered by science showing 
that the universe could not exist without a creator. 
https://www.prageru.com/courses/religionphiloso-
phy/does-science-argue-or-against-god 

After 146 years, Ringling Brothers folds its tent 
http://aleteia.org/blogs/deacon-greg-kandra/after-
146-years-ringling-brothers-folds-its-tent/

New documentary shows impact the Divine Mercy 
devotion has on people’s lives 
http://aleteia.org/2017/02/24/new-documentary-
shows-impact-the-divine-mercy-devotion-has-on-
peoples-lives/

St. Francis + Pope Francis 
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/st-francis-pope-
francis/ 
Thank you, Margie Petrizza

A documentary created by the Notre Dame Under  
Caesar’s Sword Project about the persecution of 
Christians in the world today. 
http://ucs.nd.edu/film/

As we continue in the holy Easter Season, you may be 
interested to learn about famous converts in the last 
century. 
http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/50-catholic-
converts-notable-new-church-members-over-the-
last-century

Year of Consecrated Life: beautiful statement on 
formators 
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congrega-
tions/ccscrlife/anno-vita-consacrata/messaggio-
congresso_12aprile2015_en.htm

Ten Saints and Future Saints Who Were Born in 
America 
http://epicpew.com/10-holy-people-
born-in-america/
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We Have a New Franciscan Blessed 
Father Solanus Casey, OFM Cap 
November 25, 1870 – July 31, 1957

Fr. Solanus Casey was born in Wisconsin. He became a Capuchin friar in 
1898 and was ordained in 1904.

After serving 20 years in various New York positions, he was reassigned 
to the St. Bonaventure Priory in Detroit, Mich. There he cared for the 
sick, poor, and downtrodden, and counselled may who came to him for 
advice and support.

In 1929 he became a found of Detroit’s Capuchin Soup Kitchen, which 
distributed sandwiches and coffee to the unemployed. The kitchen still 
exists today.

During his life, he was believed to be the source of many miracles, and 
people come to his tomb seeking miracles in their lives.

Pope Francis announced his beatification on May 4. If he is named a 
saint, he could be the first American-born male saint.

July 6-July 9, 2017 – Summer Seminar for 
Secular Franciscans. St. Francis University, 
Loretto, Penn. (See registration form on page 
19.)

July 15, 2017 – Deadline for JPIC Nomina-
tions. (See nomination form on page 7.)

October 6-8, 2016 – Formation Directors 
Weekend. Loyola Retreat House, Faulkner, 
Md.  (See registration form on page 4.)

Mark Your Calendar

https://youtu.be/1dP2QP2UHrw
https://youtu.be/a7XD6wuQk08


https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-margaret-of-cortona/
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-theophilus-of-corte.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-paschal-of-baylon.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-felix-of-cantalice.html
http://saintsresource.com/mary-bernard-butler/
http://www.capuchin.org/about/history/saints/detail/1b8
http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/Saints/saint.aspx?id=1388
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08256b.htm
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-bernardine-of-siena.html
http://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/saints/ns_lit_doc_20071026_jagerstatter_en.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joaquina_Vedruna_de_Mas
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-gerard-of-villamagna.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-john-of-prado.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-mariana-of-jesus.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-gerard-of-lunel.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/st-joan-of-arc.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saintfernando.html
http://poorclarepa.org/st-camilla-batista-varano/
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-john-pelingotto.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-felix-of-nicosia.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-andrew-of-spello.html
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/saint.php?n=489
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-pacific-of-cerano.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-lawrence-of-villamagna.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-humiliana-cerchi.html
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=7551
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=7175
http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/Saints/saint.aspx?id=1412
http://www.franciscan-ofs.net/Fcal1/Polmart.htm
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-anthony-of-padua.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-vincenta-gerosa.html
http://www.capuchin.org/about/history/saints/detail/1bc
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=475
https://www.ewtn.com/library/MARY/bios95.htm#scherer
http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/st.-albert-chmielowski-the-painter-who-became-an-advocate-for-the-poor
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/peter-gambacorti-of-pisa.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-guy-of-cortona.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michelina_of_Pesaro
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-thomas-more.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-joseph-cafasso.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-benvenute-of-gubbio.html
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/blessed-jutta-of-thuringia/


http://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/saints/ns_lit_doc_20021020_longhin_en.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-frederick-jassoone.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bartolomea_Capitanio
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-raymond-lull.html
http://catholicsaints.info/blessed-nazju-falzon/
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=401
https://www.ewtn.com/library/MARY/bios96.htm#fontcuberta
http://catholicsaints.info/saint-elizabeth-of-portugal/
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-oddino-barrotti.html
http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/Saints/Saint.aspx?id=1438
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11065b.htm
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-veronica-giuliani.html
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/saint.php?n=533
http://digitallibrary.amnh.org/bitstream/handle/2246/6123/AP95.pdf?sequence=1
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/martyrs-of-holland.html
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saints-john-jones-and-john-wall/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Martin_and_Marie-Az%C3%A9lie_Gu%C3%A9rin
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-angelina-of-marciano.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-bonaventure.html
http://www.ewtn.com/library/papaldoc/g9mira.htm
http://www.franciscan-ofs.net/Fcal1/S0714fran.htm
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-mary-magdalen-postel.html
http://www.franciscan-ofs.net/Fcal1/S0718slipn.htm
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=265
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-lawrence-of-brindisi.html
http://www.franciscan-ofs.net/Fcal1/S0723brid.htm
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-kinga.html
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-louise-of-savoy.html
http://www.franciscan-ofs.net/Fcal1/S07other.htm#Jul._24
http://www.franciscan-ofs.net/Fcal1/S07other.htm#July_25
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-mary-magdalene-martinengo.html
http://saintscatholic.blogspot.com/2014/03/blessed-mary-teresa-kowalska.html
http://www.franciscan-ofs.net/Fcal1/S07other.htm#Jul_28
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leopold_Mandi%C4%87
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/portiuncula.html
http://www.franciscan-ofs.net/Fcal1/S08other.htm#Aug._3
http://www.franciscan-ofs.net/Fcal1/S0804vian.htm
http://www.franciscan-ofs.net/Fcal1/S0807agat.htm
http://www.franciscan-ofs.net/Fcal1/S0808domi.htm
http://www.franciscan-ofs.net/Fcal1/S08other.htm#Aug._9
http://www.franciscan-ofs.net/Fcal1/S0811clar.htm
http://www.franciscan-ofs.net/Fcal1/Aug13sts.htm
http://www.franciscan-ofs.net/Fcal1/S0814maxi.htm
http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-francis-cichi.html
http://www.franciscan-ofs.net/Fcal1/S0817roch.htm
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ANNUAL THEME 2017

“CARING OF FRAILTIES: MERCY AND DISCERNMENT”

FAMILY COMMISION:Silvia Diana, Jenny Harrington, Fr Francis 
Dor OFMCap.    
Translation: Mary Stronach OFS

Our General Constitutions say: 

In the fraternity: 

- the spirituality of the family and of marriage and the Christian attitude
towards family problems should be a theme for dialogue and for the
sharing of experiences;
- they should share the important moments of the family life of their
Franciscan brothers and sisters and they should give fraternal attention to
those - single, widows, single parents, separated, divorced - who are
living difficult situations; […]  art. 24,2.

WORK PROPOSAL: 

We have conceived a work dynamics made up of three parts: SEE, JUDGE 
AND ACT. 

1. Questions to share in fraternity... (see)

a. What situations of frailty do our families experience today?
b. How can we assist in these situations?
c. How are we involved in the pastoral initiatives of our local church in

support of the family.

2. Enlightenning ourselves in fraternity... Material for reflection.
(judge)

a. The faithful who find themselves in complicated situations
b. The children.
c. The elderly.
d. Those Without a Family
e. Those in poverty

a. The faithful who find themselves in complicated situations:
Accompanying, discerning and integrating weakness:
- Post-synodal  Apostolic  Exhortation AMORIS  LÆTITIA 291-292.

The discernment of “irregular” situations:
- Post-synodal  Apostolic  Exhortation AMORIS  LÆTITIA 29.
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The divorced who have entered a new unión:
- Post-synodal  Apostolic  Exhortation AMORIS  LÆTITIA 298.

The logic of the integration of the baptized and civilly remarried :
- Post-synodal  Apostolic  Exhortation AMORIS  LÆTITIA 299.

The great variety of situations does not allow for a new general norm of 
canonical nature:
- Post-synodal  Apostolic  Exhortation AMORIS  LÆTITIA 300,301.

The logic of mercy…

- Post-synodal  Apostolic  Exhortation AMORIS  LÆTITIA 312.

b. The children:

- Post-synodal  Apostolic  Exhortation AMORIS  LÆTITIA 51.

c. The elderly:

- Apostolic  Exhortation FAMILIARIS CONSORTIO 27
- Post-synodal  Apostolic  Exhortation AMORIS  LÆTITIA 191,193.

d.Those Without a Family:

- Apostolic  Exhortation FAMILIARIS CONSORTIO 85

e.Those in poverty:

- POPE FRANCIS- GENERAL AUDIENCE Wednesday, 3 June 2015.

3. Committing ourselves in the fraternity …(Act)

a. After having been enlightened by the teachings of the Church and our
sharing, ¿what attitude can we change in the presence of these
situations of frailty?

b. ¿May brothers and sisters in irregular situations participate in our
fraternity? (Interpretation practice of art. 53.5 of the General
Constitutions Circ. 35/02-08)

c. What concrete contribution can we make to the pastoral initiative of our
Church and community?
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Nomination Form for Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Award 
 
The United States Secular Franciscan Order established the Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation 
Award to recognize those Franciscans who are dedicated to promoting peace, social justice and care for 
creation by the testimony of their human lives. Through their courageous initiatives, they work to animate 
compassion and nonviolence in the world.

If you know someone from the Franciscan Family in your community or in the world who promotes peace 
in a significant way, please think about nominating him or her for the JPIC Award.  

 Name of Nominee  ________________________________________________________  
 

 Nominee is which branch of the Franciscan Family?  
  Friar / Province:   

  Poor Clare / Congregation:  _______________________________________________  
  Religious Sister / Congregation:  __________________________________________  
  Secular / Region:  ______________________________________________________  
  Ecumenical Clergy:  ____________________________________________________  
  Ecumenical Lay:  _______________________________________________________  

 

 Why are you nominating this person for the Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Award? 
(250 words) 

 __________________________________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________  
 
 What are some of the works, projects, and/or notable characteristics about this person that 

exemplifies his/her peace efforts? (250 words) 
 

 __________________________________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________  

 
 How may we contact the nominee? 
 Phone  __________________________________________________________________  
 Email  __________________________________________________________________  
 Street Address  ___________________________________________________________  
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8th Summer Seminar for Secular Franciscans  
 July 6-9, 2017  

 Endorsed by the National Executive Council of the Secular Franciscan Order - USA 
 

 
 
 

“Multiculturalism and Diversity:  Who is My Neighbor?” – Presenters  
 
Mary Stronach, OFS - Multiculturalism has been at the center 
of Mary’s life, vocation and vision. As a foreign language 
teacher at the high school and college levels in Spanish, 
Italian, French and Latin, she has addressed diversity and how 
to work with people from different backgrounds. She has 
presented on multiculturalism and cultural competency in her 
role as Outreach Coordinator for an interpreting/translation 
organization call the Multicultural Association of 
Medical/Legal Interpreters. The organization serves refugees 
and immigrants from dozens of regions of the world – from 
Myanmar to Mexico.   
 
Mary has been a Secular Franciscan since 2003 and has served 
at all levels. On the local and regional fraternity levels, she has 
been Formation Director and Commission Chair. On the 

national level, she and her husband, Bob, have been Public Relations Chairpersons since 2003. 
More recently, Mary was elected International Councilor. Mary has also served as 
translator/interpreter for the Presidency of the OFS in Rome, Italy. 
 
Carolyn D. Townes, OFS is a spiritual life and leadership coach 
and a loss to life mindset strategist, where she uses faith-based 
principles to provide spiritual and emotional wellness to women 
moving from the pain of grief and loss to a new life of purpose 
and peace.  Her passion and mission is to help them go from a 
place of tragedy and trauma to a place of peace and joy.  
 
Since professing in 2000, Carolyn has served in leadership roles 
in the Secular Franciscan Order, including local fraternity 
minister and regional secretary. She is currently the Animator for 
Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) on the regional and 
national levels and serving on the International JPIC Commission.  
She is also an Action Commissioner and board member for the 
Franciscan Action Network.   
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8th Summer Seminar for Secular Franciscans  
 July 6-9, 2017  

 Endorsed by the National Executive Council of the Secular Franciscan Order - USA 
 

 
 
 

Tentative Schedule 
Thursday - July 6, 2017 
    12:00-4:30 PM – Registration (Christian Hall) 
  5:00 PM – Dinner (Torvian Dining Hall) 
  6:30 PM – Opening prayer (DiSepio) 
  7:00 PM – Session 1: Multiculturalism 101  

8:30 PM – Social (Christian Hall) 
Friday – July 7, 2017 
   8:00 AM – Breakfast (Torvian) 
   9:15 AM – Morning prayer (DiSepio) 

  9:30 AM – Session 2:  Definitions - What is Multiculturalism and Cultural Competence?   
11:30 AM – Break  
12:00 noon – Lunch (Torvian) 
  2:00 PM – Session 3: Our Church – Diversity and Conflict in the Bible and in our Church 
  3:30 PM – Break  
  4:00 PM – Mass (Immaculate Conception Chapel) 
  5:00 PM – Dinner (Torvian) 

                 6:30 PM – Evening prayer (DiSepio) 
           7:00 PM – Session 4: Our Nation – Historical and Present Situation 

  8:30 PM – Social (Christian Hall) 
Saturday – July 8, 2017  

  8:00 AM – Breakfast (Torvian) 
  9:15 AM – Morning prayer (DiSepio) 
  9:30 AM – Session 5: A Global Perspective on Multiculturalism 
11:30 AM – Break  
12:00 noon – Lunch (Torvian) 
  2:00 PM – Session 6: Our Order in the USA- The Reality of Multiculturalism 
  3:30 PM – Break 

`   4:00 PM – Mass: Sunday liturgy (Immaculate Conception Chapel) 
  5:00 PM – Dinner (Torvian) 
  6:30 PM – Evening prayer (DiSepio) 

             7:00 PM – Session 7: Who has the Power? 
  8:30 PM – Social (Christian Hall) 

Sunday - July 9, 2017  
   8:00 AM – Breakfast (Torvian) 
   9:15 AM – Morning prayer (DiSepio) 
   9:30 AM – Session 8: What is our Mission and Action Plan? 
           12:00 noon – Lunch and Departure 
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8th Summer Seminar for Secular Franciscans  
 July 6-9, 2017  

 Endorsed by the National Executive Council of the Secular Franciscan Order - USA 
 

 
 
 

If you are programming your GPS, set it to: 
117 Evergreen Drive, Loretto, PA 15940 

 

 
 

Driving Directions to St. Francis University 
 

From Northwestern Pennsylvania: Take I-79 to Rt. 422 East to Ebensburg. In town, turn left at the traffic 
light onto High Street. Continue straight at next light. Turn left on to Manor Road. Saint Francis University is 
six miles on the right. 
  
From Cleveland (Ohio area): Take Ohio Turnpike East to I-80 East. Take I-680 South to Route 422 East 
(approximately 120 miles) to Ebensburg.  In town, turn left at the traffic light onto High Street. Continue 
straight at next light. Turn left on to Manor Road. Follow this road for six miles to the Saint Francis 
University entrance on right.  
 
From Southwestern PA and Southeast Ohio: Take Route 22 East from Pittsburgh to second Ebensburg exit 
(Ebensburg/Loretto exit). Bear right at end of exit ramp. Proceed straight (crossing over Route 22). Turn 
right at the first light on to Manor Road. Follow this road for six miles to the Saint Francis University 
entrance on right.  
 
From Northeastern PA/Central New Jersey: Take I-80 South to I-80 West to Exit 161 (Bellefonte). Take 
US99/Rt. 220 South approximately 50 miles to Altoona. Take Rt. 22 West to Lilly/Portage Exit. Turn right 
onto Rt. 53 North. Continue on Rt. 53 North approximately two miles to traffic light (Sheetz on left). Turn 
left at light and continue beneath railroad overpass. 200 yards beyond overpass, bear right at Saint Francis 
University sign onto St. Joseph Street. Take this road four miles to Loretto. At Village Cross monument on 
traffic circle, bear left. Saint Francis University entrance is 200 yards on left.  
 
From Southeastern PA, Baltimore, MD, and Washington, D.C.: Take PA Turnpike (I-76) West to Bedford 
Exit 146 (220 North/I-99 North). Turn left after toll booth. At top of hill, turn left onto US99/Rt. 220 North 
to Altoona. Travel approximately 30 miles to Rt. 22 West. Continue from Altoona -- previous paragraph.  
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8th Summer Seminar for Secular Franciscans  
 July 6-9, 2017  

 Endorsed by the National Executive Council of the Secular Franciscan Order - USA 
 

 
 
 

General Information 
 Room check-in is 3 PM, July 6th.   
 Check out time is 12 noon, July 9th.    
 Sorry, no early arrivals or late stays. 
 All rooms have a bathroom; linens and towels are provided.  
 If you need a hair dryer, bathrobe, umbrella, iron, or other amenity, please bring 

those with you.   
 We cannot accommodate special room requests other than handicapped access.  
 Commuter registration does not include room or board – meals are paid at the 

door at the dining hall. 
 Shuttle service is provided to/from residence hall, dining hall, and conference 

center for all attendees. 
 
Air Transportation Information: 
 
Please note:  No transportation to/from airports is provided by the Seminar.  We 
recommend flying into one of the following options and driving to campus. 
 

 Johnstown Regional - JST (25 mi.) 
 Altoona-Blair County – AOO (30 mi.) 
 University Park (State College, PA) – UNV (73 mi.) 
 Pittsburgh International - PIT (100 mi.) 

 

Other questions?  
 
Contact Fr. Joe Lehman, TOR, (814) 472-3054 (daytime) or e-
mail jlehman@francis.edu 
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8th Summer Seminar for Secular Franciscans  
 July 6-9, 2017  

 Endorsed by the National Executive Council of the Secular Franciscan Order - USA 
 

 
 
 

“Multiculturalism and Diversity:  Who is My Neighbor?” 
 RESIDENT registration fee includes residence hall room and all meals 
 COMMUTER registration fee does not include room or meals  
 Payment must accompany this form and is NON-REFUNDABLE  
 Register before June 1st to receive a $25 discount on the RESIDENT registration fee 
 Absolutely no registrations accepted after Monday, June 19th 

 

REGISTRATION LIMITED TO 100 PARTICIPANTS 
 
First Name                                                                   Last Name                              
 
Fraternity                         Region        
 
 
Address                                                  City                      State      Zip     

 
Home Phone      Cell Phone   Email    
   
RESIDENT (ON CAMPUS) REGISTRATION - Accommodations in Christian Hall   
 

 Single Room $290 /After June 1, 2017 registration is $315 per person =  $___________ 
LIMITED NUMBER OF SINGLE ROOMS AVAILABLE

 Double Room $230 /After June 1, 2017 registration is $255 per person = $___________  
                                                                                        

 I will be rooming with _______________________________________________________ 
 
 I will need a roommate – match me up if you can  

 
OR: 

 COMMUTER REGISTRATION – (NO ROOM OR MEALS) @ $70 per person = $ __________  
 
To pay by check:  Make check payable to Saint Francis University.  Please mail your check and this 
registration form to: Mission Integration Office, Saint Francis University, P.O. Box 600, Loretto, PA 
15940-0600 
 

OR: 
To pay by Credit or Debit Card:  Online registration:  https://my.francis.edu/sfubus/ICFL/ICFLseminar.asp  

 
 

Questions?  Contact Fr. Joe Lehman, TOR, (814) 472-3054 (daytime) or e-mail jlehman@francis.edu 


	Beyond the Region
	In This Issue. . .
	Regional Minister’s Message
	Regional Formation Director’s Message
	Formation Directors Weekend
	St. Margaret of Cortona Region 2017 Annual Retreat
	Around the Region
	Received as Candidates
	Newly Professed
	Congratulations to Our Newly Elected
	Losses in the Family

	FMS Honors University Founders
	What Are We Reading?
	We Have a New Franciscan Blessed
	Mark Your Calendar
	Websites of Interest
	Franciscan Saints, Blesseds and Feasts



