
Abrahamic House and Muslim-Christian Dialogue – Kelly Moltzen, OFS  

In September 2021, I joined Abrahamic House in Washington, D.C. as the 

Christian fellow.  During the fellowship year, I am living with two other 
fellows, one Jewish and one Muslim. Our task, beyond living together in a 

demonstration of interfaith harmony, is to organize events to foster 

interfaith dialogue and social change. Abrahamic House does not require 

fellows or participants in our programs to adhere to a specific way of 

practicing our individual faith traditions, but instead accepts each of us as 

we are, understanding that a variety of social, cultural, and religious factors 
have made each of us and our faith journeys unique.  

One of the first groups I’ve become familiar with since joining Abrahamic 

House is the Rumi Forum in Washington, D.C.  I’ve always found quotes 

from the Sufi mystic Rumi to be very profound and moving, and thus was 

excited to learn about the offerings of this organization which works to 

foster interfaith dialogue and intercultural understanding. One of the ways 
it does this is by facilitating monthly virtual sessions of “Scriptural 

Reasoning,” a method of comparing texts from different religious 

traditions’ Holy Books, primarily those from the Abrahamic traditions. 

Through reading passages on a common theme from the Torah, Bible (New 

Testament) and the Qur’an, we can see the similarities in teachings across 

religions and realize that we have more in common with people of other 
traditions than we may realize. The Rumi Forum uses the texts from 

ScripturalReasoning.org, which provides ready-made packets of excerpts 

from the Holy Books organized by common theme.  

The speakers that the Rumi Forum brings together has been providing me 

with a wealth of opportunity to learn about Muslim-Christian dialogue. 

They have hosted talks by Dr. Zeki Saritoprak, Professor and the 
Bediüzzaman Nursi Chair in Islamic Studies at John Carroll University and 

author of “Islam’s Jesus,” and Dr. Pim Valkenberg and author of “No Power 

over God’s Bounty: A Christian Commentary on the “People of Scripture” in 

the Qur’an.”  Recently, I attended a book talk by Dr. Craig Considine, a 

Catholic and author of “People of the Book: Prophet Muhammad’s 

Encounters with Christians.” There is also a recording on the Rumi Forum 
website of an interview with Jason Hawk, A Baptist Army veteran who 

spoke about his journey with Islam and who created a modern English 

translation of the Qur'an.  On December 22 at 7pm EST, I will be organizing 

https://www.abrahamichouse.org/
https://rumiforum.org/
http://www.scripturalreasoning.org/


an Abrahamic House webinar dialogue between Dr. Zeki Saritoprak and Fr. 

Thomas Bonacci from the Interfaith Peace Project on the birth and 

teachings of Jesus and how coming together around Jesus’ teachings as 
found in the Bible and the Qur’an can bring us towards a more peaceful 

world.  You can register for this webinar here.  

I’m also interested in exploring a dialogue about the similarities between 

Sufi and Franciscan spirituality and mysticism, as at their core I believe 

luminaries like Rumi and St. Francis had the same messages to share with 

us about God and humanity. The word Islam means “submission to the will 
of God,” and a “muslim” is “one who submits to God.” While as Franciscans 

this may bring to mind the idea of metanoia, or ongoing conversion, the 

term “conversion” when heard by Muslims is most likely to bring to mind 

changing one’s faith tradition, rather than “a rediscovery of one's own faith 

with a new spiritual dimension each time” as the Rumi Forum director 

Ibrahim Anli suggests. Ibrahim says this is similar to the Sufi concept Kashf 
(unveiling, revelation). He suggests the book “Rumi and His Sufi Path of 

Love” to learn more about Rumi and Sufism.  Two experts we may want to 

look to in understanding more about Rumi and Muslim-Christian dialogue 

are Omid Safi, one of the leading experts on Rumi, and Fr. Michael 

Calabria, OFM, the Director, Center for Arab and Islamic Studies at St. 

Bonaventure University. Fr. Michael Calabria was one of the Franciscans 
interviewed for Unity Production Foundations’ docudrama, The Sultan and 

the Saint, about St. Francis’ encounter with Sultan Al-Kamil during the 

Crusades.  

I welcome continued dialogue on these topics through the OFS Ecumenical-

Interfaith Committee and Abrahamic House. As Dr. Craig Considine 

mentioned during his book talk recently, Pope Francis calls us strongly to a 
“culture of encounter” in Fratelli Tutti. It is through this culture of 

encounter we can more clearly see those of different faith traditions than 

ourselves as our spiritual brothers and sisters.  

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIsfuqgrTsiHdUBbx90AZ3nLAtL6j0DKdXS

