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By Our Profession, we are called to be 

Servant Leaders 
 

 Sisters and Brothers in Francis and Clare, 
 

       As you have read in our last two regional   
 newsletters, I have listed the duties for each   
 position on the regional council to consider for  
 our upcoming April 2024 elections. You would  
 need to be professed for two years or more to   
 qualify as a member of the regional council (see  

 International Statutes Article 8.о). 
 

      Some of you may be thinking, I am not cut out   
to be a servant leader at the regional level or even 
the local fraternity level. I would like to offer 
some thoughts on what a servant leader is and 
possibly help you see that you may already have 
some of these qualities.  
 

       The qualities of a servant leader are a desire to 
serve, a concern for the needs of others, and the 
ability to listen, empathize, and heal. A  
commitment to building up the community and   
letting it grow.   
 

* * * 
 

Leadership: What We Learn from 
St. Francis  

 

        мΦ A leader is a servant.  

         н. The leader must recognize and care for   

             the needs of the community members.  
         оΦ The leader must be present to members    

             by visiting them.  
         пΦ Leaders should encourage and, when  

             necessary, correct.  
         р. Leaders must extend forgiveness to   

             members who are behaving badly.  
         с. Leaders must not become attached to   

             their offices; offices are not perpetual.  
         т. Leaders must take care of the proper   

             reception of new members.  
         у. Leaders must discern the right choice to   

             make for special missions.  
1.          ф. Leaders should persevere in serving   

2.              others, even in great difficulties.  
  
Koch, C. (2014) Leading Like Francis: Building Godôs 
House. Hyde Park, NY: New City Press.  
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Leadership: What We Learn from St. Clare 
  

1. Leadership flows from devotion to the Gospel, the Crucified Christ, the Eucharist, and from the example of 
our Father Francis.  

2. A leader learns from the struggles of others and is creative in facing new and confusing situations.  

3. A leader is first and foremost a servant to the members of the fraternity.  

 

Carney, Margaret. (1993) Clare of Assisi: The First Franciscan Woman. Cincinnati, OH: Franciscan Media. 
 

* * * 
  

       Our Minister General, Tibor Kauser, offers us some characteristics that should be common to OFS leaders:  
 

Å Help form and strengthen the fraternity ï itôs the OFS home. 

Å Encourage and maintain communication, which brings people closer.  

Å Encourage collaboration, with members using their charisms and talents.  

Å Serve the growth of everyone.  

Å Do not be afraid of new approaches.  
Å Be prayerful (be ready to be with the Holy Spirit).  

Å Live a sacramental and penitential life.  

Å Embody a spirit of service (ñwashing the feet of othersò).  

Å Maintain an overview; have vision.  

Å Be able to organize, and be ready to speak.  

Å Be always open to dialogue, and able to evaluate a situation.  

   -- What would Jesus do?  

   -- Listen. Consult. Discern. Decide.  

   -- Collective decisions are collegial when we all respect one another.  

Å Love your brothers and sisters. (Mutual respect is essential for servant leadership.)  

Å Be Franciscan. 

* * * 

        As servant leaders, we may not possess all of the above, but even one or two will open the doors to our    

        unknown creative skills. For most of us, we learn these skills as we grow, and to know that we have our   

        sister and brother council members to rely on when needed.  
 

           I would like for you to discern the possibility of placing your name on the nomination slate for a position on   
         the 2024-2027 Regional Council. If you feel the Lord calling you to be a servant leader, you can contact either  
         Mary Rohde, Regional Secretary, r3rohde@msn.com - or Randy Bender, Regional Area Councilor,    
         benderclan@verizon.net to request that you be placed on the nomination slate for the April 20, 2024   
         elections. 
 

        Our late Franciscan brother and past National Minister, Deacon Tom Bello, OFS, once said ñJesus never   

        invites us to failure!ò 
  

 The regional council wishes you and your family a blessed Thanksgiving, a holy Advent, a most joyous  

        Christmas, and a New Year filled with many blessings. 
 

        Your Franciscan brother in Christ,  

            Bob  
       http://saintmargaretofcortona.org/   
 

                                                                  THE GOSPEL ï OUR RULE - Eight Centuries of Conversion   
                                                                                                                                                                                          Page 2 
 

mailto:r3rohde@msn.com
mailto:benderclan@verizon.net
http://saintmargaretofcortona.org/


Around the Region 

Congratulations to the Newly Elected Councils 
 

               St. Conrad Hanover             St. Francis of Assisi Triangle  
 

L-R Formation Director - Emory Appleby, OFS        L-R Minister ï Clarence Neeson, OFS 

Vice Minister ï Mary Blickenstaff, OFS         Vice Minister ï Bob Eves, OFS 

Treasurer ï Jeffrey Topper, OFS              Secretary ï Rita Colleran, OFS     

    
Secretary ï Mart Garom OFS          Treasurer ï Jim Bundy, OFS 

Minister ï Philip Pascoe, OFS          Formation Director - Jim OôShaughnessy, OFS 
                        

      Our Lady Queen of the Angels                   Pope St. John XXIII 

 

       

  
 

 

 

 

 
 

L-R Minister - Mary Anne Fanale, OFS                      L-R Minister ï Ann Marie Pessagno, OFS 

Vice Minister - Maureen Fitzgerald, OFS                      Vice Minister ï Joe OôDea, OFS 

Secretary - Jean Reddy, OFS                       Secretary ï Mary Rohde, OFS, 

Treasurer - Maureen Dressman, OFS                               Treasurer ï Judy Hool, OFS 

Formation Director - Julie Rasp, OFS                            Formation Director ï Jeanne Catrow, OFS        

Councilor at Large ï Theresa Lightner, OFS                 Councilor at Large ï Eugene Duke Jones, OFS 

Councilor at Large - Victoria Beers, OFS 

 

 

                                                       New Candidate 

 

St. Conrad Annapolis Fraternity held a Rite of Admission for 

Monica Ruppert on September 16, 2023. The photos show  

L-R Monica Ruppert, OFS, Judith Tyrrell, OFS, and  

Fr. Patrick Monahan OFM Cap., Fraternity Spiritual Assistant. 
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Newly Ordained Deacon Mike King, OFS 
 

Congratulations to Deacon Mike King, OFS a member of the St. Joseph 

Cupertino Fraternity. Deacon Mike was ordained on Saturday, September 30th 

at the Cathedral of Mary Our Queen in Baltimore.  

His first Mass as an ordained Deacon was held at Our Lady of Perpetual Help in 

Ilchester, Maryland.  

The St. Margaret of Cortona Region wishes Deacon Mike and his family many 

blessings as he begins his new ministry as a deacon. 

************************* 

HOW WILL YOU CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME 

St Mary of the Angels and Mt St Sepulchre fraternities gathered for a half day retreat at the 

Franciscan Monastery of the Holy 
Land on Sunday Sept 17. The main 

event was a showing of "The Letter," 

the film about Pope Francis' 

encounter with people from around 

the globe affected by climate change, 

followed by a discussion moderated by 

Sr. Louise Lears, a Sister of Charity of 

Cincinnati who does environment work with Franciscan Action Network. 

************************* 

Losses in the Family 
 

Carmen Delgado, OFS, passed away on May 10, 2023. Carmen was professed in 

1986, and was a member of St. Conrad Annapolis Fraternity, Severna Park, 

Maryland  
 

Chon Vallatoro, OFS, passed away on August 7, 2023. Chon was professed on January 27, 

2018, and was a member of Del Camino Fraternity in Washington, D.C. 
 

Ana Hagerman, OFS, passed away on August 11, 2023. Ana was a member of Little Flower 

Fraternity in Rosedale, Maryland, and was professed on December 28, 1980,  
 

Sandra Link, OFS, passed away on August 20, 2023. Sandra was professed on April 20, 

2013 and was a member of Our Lady of the Rosary Fraternity in Williamsburg, Virgina 

Pauline Breeden, OFS, passed away on August 24, 2023. Pauline was professed on  

July 8, 2007, and was a member of Portiuncula Fraternity in West Virginia. 
 

Ed Wilbourne, OFS, passed away on September 30, 2023. Ed was professed on May 15, 

1976, and was a member of St. Conrad Annapolis Fraternity in Severna Park, Maryland. 

Bill Richardson, OFS, passed away on October 15, 2023. Bill was professed on November 

18, 2007, and was a member of Mt. St. Sepulchre Fraternity, Washington                              
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Transitus Celebration 

St. Clare Delaware 

Fraternity 

members and 

parishioners 

coming forward 

to venerate the 

relic of St. Francis 

St. John the Beloved 

Apostle Fraternity sisters and 

brothers attend the Transitus 

Celebration at the Franciscan 

Holy Land Monastery, 

Washington, D.C. 

 

St. Joseph Cupertino and 

other Fraternities came together 

to celebrate The Transitus of our 

Seraphic Father, St. Francis of 

Assisi. 

 

 

  

Our Lady of the Rosary Fraternity  

On October 3rd, several members of the fraternity made a pilgrimage to 

the Bethlehem Monastery of the Poor Clares in Barhamsville, Virginia for 

the Transitus service. It was a beautiful service starting with a reading 

about the life of St. Francis by C.S. Lewis. The remainder of the service was 

sung in Latin. After the service a relic of St. Francis was available for 

veneration.  

 

 

Minister of St. Francis of Assisi Triangle Fraternity Visits Assisi 

My wife, Judy and I just returned from Assisi, Italy, a wonderful trip. We enjoyed 

Assisi the place where St. Francis and St. Clare was born and raised. We could 

feel the spirit, the presence of both St. Clare and St. Francis as we walked the  

streets and visited the churches in Assisi. - Phil Pascoe, OFS 
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